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Construction Waste Management and Recycling
This Section was prepared by Atomic Recycling, LLC in November, 2007 for use on projects located in the ten-county metropolitan area of Minneapolis-St.Paul (Twin Cities). For assistance with achieving the highest possible recycling rate on your projects, at no additional cost, please contact Atomic Recycling at 612-623-8888.
RECYCLABLE MATERIAL MARKETS

The markets for recyclable materials change regularly.  For the current status of a particular market segment and for general recycling information in the Twin Cities please contact Atomic Recycling.

In general, there are three types of recycling markets.

· Open:
available to anyone
· Limited:
available to pre-qualified suppliers
· Potential:
not yet available for materials known to be recyclable
An open market exists in the Twin Cities for aggregate, metals, clean wood and cardboard.  These materials constitute approximately 32% of the construction waste stream.

A limited market exists in the Twin Cities for 2” minus materials, dirty wood, shingles, carpet and ceiling tile. These materials constitute approximately 42% of the construction waste stream.

A potential market may develop in the Twin Cities for gypsum board and resilient flooring. These materials constitute approximately 13% of the construction waste stream.

ACHIEVABLE RECYCLING RATES
All construction projects can achieve a minimum recycling rate of 50% and one LEED point, by using a qualified off-site recycling facility such as Broadway Resource Recovery (BRR).  BRR receives construction waste in commingled dumpsters and separates the recyclable materials by use of trained staff and state-of-the-art equipment.  BRR recycled 63% of the construction waste they processed in 2007, without additional cost to the projects. 
Some projects may achieve a recycling rate of 75% and qualify for two LEED points by combining on-site separation with the use of an off-site recycling facility.  With this hybrid approach, Atomic Recycling has achieved recycling rates as high as 95%, without additional cost to the projects. LEED allows combining the recycling rate for on-site separation with the rate for the off-site recycling facility.
ON-SITE SEPARATION

On-site separation requires adequate space for multiple dumpsters adjacent to the work area. Verify space availability on the site before requiring this on a project. 

Each receiving entity for recyclable materials establishes product quality standards for the materials they will accept. It is critical that construction personnel understand and maintain the product quality standards required by the receiving entities.
